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Travel New opening

Casa Chablé, Sian Ka'an
Biosphere Reserve, Mexico

HE best way to reach Casa Chable
from Tulum is in a flal-bottomed
fishing hoat, capable of skimming
across the shallow, peppermint-
coloured lagnon that separates it from the
mainland. As you speed past gnarled man-
grove swaimnps, majestic lger herons—
named for the dramatic stripes on their
gullets—keep a beady eye on proceedings.

¢ Egrets, blue herons
and frigates glide
past in pleasingly
concentric circles’?

The 12-acre site sits on an islet that separ-
ates the lagoon and Caribbean Sea, home to
the second largest coral reef in the world,
carpeting the seabed from Cancun all the way
down to Honduras. There are 10 bedrooms,
sprawled across the beach and main house,
an open-air restaurant, gvm and wellness
eathrrita, The whole thing can be taken on an
exclugive-use basis—all the better for enjoying
young andenterprising chief Williams Saurina’s
delicious family-style sharing plates around
one long table—or on a room-by-room basis.

There's asense of calm here that you don't
get in similaddy remote resorts (Casa Chablé
is the only live-siar hotel inside the UNESCO
World Heritage reserve), likely because, unlike
alot of hotels in the Maldives, Mauritius and
s0 on, there's absolutely no pandering Lo
excess. The birdlife helps, too. Throughout
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Abewe iind belo: Escape from it all at Casa Chablé, a remote resort teeming with wil

the day, but particularly elose to sunrise and
sunset, egrets, blue herons and frigates glide
silently past in pleasingly concentric circles—
the frigate’s enormous, 6ft wingspan throwing
shadow onto the beach below. This is their
island. Guests are only here temporarily
to watch, equally quiet and transfixed.

Spa treatments, enjoyed underneath gently
rustling palms, can be arranged al a moment’s
notice, but it's more tempting to jump back
aboard a hotel boat and head off in search
of bottlenose dolphing, green turtles and
migratory russet hornbills (on their own
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winter-sun sojourn from Canada). And
although the chance of spotting the elusive
Jaguar and sea-faring manatee is almost
non-existent, the thrill that both are lnrking
somewhere out there in the wild only adds
to the excitement of your own Eobinson
Crusoe adventure. BF =

Blarck Tomato affers efght-night journeys
lo e Fueatan Peninsulo from £6.750pp,
including (hree nighis al Casa Chablé and
Jive wights at sister hotels Chablé Marama
wnd Chabld Vicalan, on o B&B basis, wilh

private transfers (www.blacktomato.com)

In brief Top travel tips

* Meaxican maals typically start with a tra-
diticnal dip called sikil pak. It's made with
onion, corandar and roasted pumpkin
seeds, best scooped up on freshly fried
tortilla chips and not to be missed

* It's tempting to bresze straight on down
to the sea's edge as s00n as you waks
up, but take Care not to miss out on
your ‘eye-opensr’, a pot of freshly
brewed coffes and basket of pastries,
deposited discrestly outside your room
each morning




