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10 fresh reasons to visit
South Africa right now »..

The Great British B&B revolution

Ongee the ideal option for a cheap (and chintzy) weekend away, now the
best properties offer fabulous luxury, says Becky Lucas

n more surprisingly, the likes of Airbnb
and Vrbo rental hubs are generally pricier than
hotels at the mement, according to & W
iggation published this mosn
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THE PLACE TO BE

QUINTESSENTIAL ISLAND PARADISE

BOOK DIRECT FOR OUR BEST PRICE PROMISE @

https://www .pressreader.com/uk/the-daily-telegraph-travel/20230930/page/1

® Centarn Grand keland Resort & Spa Maldives.
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Choose a winter
sun escape that’s
a little out of
the ordinary

These beautiful yet less-visited long-haul options are
ready to hit the mainstream. But make your plans now,
says Sarah Marshall, before the masses catch on

volcanie plugs where a
are a far-Trom-molten

few years ago, a bored hotel

{&‘ anager iovited me to join him
in conspiratorial game
designed to while away dull hosted
dimners with guests. The aim was 1o
ldentify as many Instances of one
upmanship as poasible; those cringey
mements when travellers aiempt fe
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trump one another by casually drop-
ping - often unnecessarily - ohscure
|\<m'w sation.

Oih, [ hought

lmuqu.n e light 3t 4500 metnes
in the: Bolivian altiplana.™

And so it went on.

To be honest, we're all guilt
ghoati out the unusual places
we've visited. An expedition to
Guines-Bissauw's Bissagos Islands
suunds far more interesting than a
weelin Corfin, after all,

Fortuitously, as Europe snuggles
inte cosler temperatures, many
exclting long-haul destinations are
blossoming, with warm weather
making them contenders for proper
sun-soaked escapes, More than
making memories, holidays are about
the stories you bring home - and these
winter-sun destinations will no doubt
generate a few.
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Jules Verne fantasy of sorts by travelling
to the centre of the world. Sitting along
the Equator at one degree north and
aeven degrees east off the coast
of Gabon, Africa’s second-smallest
eountry is overflowing with fairy-tale
I1c|r| and fasima,
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ANDAMAN ISLANDS

Sharing the land with indigenous
hunter-gatherer tribes who feast from
theses an forest s perfect dinner-party

material. Up until o few y Ao,
Foreigners needed a special permit o
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Swapping ocean waves for black. sand
slopes, volean surfing is 2 bra-worthy
way 16 experienee Central America’s

verlcanic peal I down on 2 sand
board at speeds of S0mph, feding the
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Nicarajua abso has long stretches of
coofing coastline washed by the Pacific

and the Caribbean Sea. Choose

ek b, Playa

Maderas for a sociable chill-out and
Playa b Floe for turtle mesting.
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Nicaragua, Once an ocean bay, untl
blocked by 8 volcanis eruption, jt's | h
anly {reshwater Lake where you'll find
bl sharks. tarpon and swardfish.

A stipe-rright herny Titite

WEST PAPUA,
INDONESIA

Making Papua New Guinea look like
Butlin's, it anruly Indonesian
governed neighbour stll beguiles
visitors with tales of fluorescent bats,
walki harks and belligerent
tree-dwelling tribes. Although land
travel is possible, it's pricey and
comydicated, A much easler optlon is to
Join an expedition crudse. covering.alise
ol dlestinations that Tew indepemdent
traveliers could loc:

Find resident whale sharks

Travel Insurance
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for Over 50s

All ages. All conditions. All destinations.

v Voted UK's No.1 for Customer Care?

v’ 24/7 English speaking emergency
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medical cover
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Travel Insurance 2006-2023
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SIERRA LEONE

Starring in a Bounty advert typically
guarantees worldwide fame. Butl, unlike
the Seychelles and Dominican Repub-
lie, Wesst Alriea’s "taste of paradise”
coastline 1s vet tn savour success, A
AS5-minute drive from capital city
Freetown, River Numbser Two beach is

a section of a Hr2km coasthine sl
largely fgnored by European travedlers.

Asidle fromm the posteard seenery, it is
the human encounters that eave a last-
ing impression: watch Aisherman head-
Ing out to sea in wooden dhows. clhat by
winmen sifting through buckets af
freshly caught fish, or get caughit uplng
five-a-sicde with excitable kids. Seelng
thes connkry s potential, the British actor

Talris Elba twlan was given citizenship of
Bierma I,.wmn. the hirthplace Fatheri

opaming of a Mlashy new airport earlier
this ypsrislllmp to attract investment.

SMN RAAN,
MEXICO

Thick jungle and Mayan rukns runalong
the Yueatan Penlnsula, making beaches
feel more like castaway escapes, Once 4
bohemian enclave, Tulum has been
taken over by huoury resorts, but alittle
further south is a spot that remaing
hlissFully untouched

Meaning “where the sky is borm” In
the Mayan language, the Sian Ka'an
Bissphere Reserve is the largest
protected area on Mexieos Caribbean
coast. A mix of tropical forest, ssvan-
5. hlue lagoons, mangroves and

reefs, it's also a place to find
(e islands in swamps) and
cenotes (reshwater sinkhokes),

Opened at the beginning of this year,
hiessehirant Cass Chatde is the anly hoted
inside the reserve, Rayak or paddie-
board in search of turtles and dolphins
anel take 3 baut towr alonga Mavan canal
svstem pached with manatees.
Amine-diy trip tirisseed udth Chabls

8
_furrefatingmerica. com)

BRAZIL'S MARAU
PENINSULA

AT wight dighiights irip
0 BB, privage

srwicle o flights (020 8131 2707

saimbariiour.or.uk

Al Salvaelorin Bahia,
palm trees hem o coastling of wide,
shimmering beaches polished by the
frothing Atiantic surl, The Marau

Feninsnla is the third-largest bay in
Brazil but still largely unknown to
foreign travellers, although it's teeter-
Ing on the edge of becoming the next
cool barefoot holiday fld.

Rapuly streets link relaxed bays apd
Ruusafd s in laid-Back village B
Geande, but elsewhere theres been it
He development. making this as close as
o'l get o seving Lhe unspoilt Brax
50 years Landscapes shift with the
moen’s cyele, creating pools at lew tide
Filled with from the coral recfs at
Taipie dis Fora; on the other side, pris-
tine mangrove forests and unin habited
islands decorate the Bay of Camam

Try yoga, horsesriding or capoedra {n
Brazilinn martial ast with a dance-like
quality; performed to musteal Instra
mentshat boutique seven-room Casa
s Aranadis, oneal the only properties

fie i place where the secret will
Inevitably soon get out,

ﬂummmruhmunp {020 THOT 45
Tateralitfecom)

NECKERISLAND,
BRITISH VIRGIN
ISLANDS

Neither undiscoversd nor so far-fung
that it {akes an age to reach, Richard
Branson's private Carlbbean getaway
Es firmily on the map. But how oany
people can say they ve stayed there?
roperty for
exedusive use costs o wallet-shredding
Sl 500 CENISATE per night. limiting
it to movie stars and wealthy CEOs,
although “discovery werks"” scattered
throughowt the year give normal
peaple a chance to sample the A-llst
Tving o ofer.

InOctober and November this year,
it's possible to book an individual
o it o fraction of the price, Laze in |

of - & hammock on crowd-free beaches,

meet Branson’s exotic menagerie of
Beanurs, giant tortokses and aningss, |
and use the sland's [zt speed Wi-Fl o, |
post photos on Instagram and gloat
bt the geotag.

Fomr migghts, from £2, it
shvaririgh, irchiuding (el bownd
arcammedation ad bt trangfer
Srean Virgin Gorda of Beef Talarid
airpores. Flights eotr (0205600

30 wirgindimitededition. com)
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Scan here to find your local Travel
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book a Travel Centre Appointment. | |
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1

Ulimate Family
Adventure, Florida
14 mights from £3, 179
Direc fighes,Rully incsive car hire,
S rights Univeeil oeresd oo,
Smghsnumym:m 4 mights
i e Kl Tt
Univraed vlands 3 P Eeaterer
ticket and Dimey 7 Dy Magic Tickst

Splendours of Egypt
11 nights from £4, 599"
Direct flights aned fusury guided! roup
fournisy incl 4 mights A4 s b
mights aboord o 4+ hie Ew:r
eruise, bremsfors & 75 mocls
# Cruise the Mie aboord o Avaricus vessel

# Groot Byromich and Sphinx of Gizn

020 7938 0271

Hiagara Folls & Alaska Cruise

12 nights from £2,399°
Direct fights, 3 nights d o+ Taronio hatel,
2 nights 4 Vancouver ko, 7 night
eruss with Hellond America Lina ind

ronders

* Winess the speclocular M Fally

« Morval ot vees o el i et By
Saving over £350 pee coupl

Gorillas & Game Parks, Rwanda

& Tonzanio
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e
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el ek et & 17 e
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+ Explorg the plains of e Sarengef

https://www .pressreader.com/uk/the-daily-telegraph-travel/20230930/page/6

020 7938 0278

Y Trustpilot AR LA 95
“Truly excellent: patient, friendly, helpful
& a mine of knowledge, tips and advice.”

* et off the beoton rock in Albarks
= Dinasaur Frowingial Pork
* Bocuiful Winterton Lakes NP
knn.m!l’iﬂpwmﬁn

Mosska boat rids & 16 meals
+ Spat the Big 4 in the Mozai Maro
* Witness elaghonts & girfles against the
ietnic bockdrap of Maunt Kilmenjons

020 7938 0274

Book with confidence with
TRAILFINDERS®
Peace of Mind Pelicy
Best of Californio & Los Vegas Best of Conoda’s West
14 nights from £3,299° 15n|gl-mfrw|£2..699‘
Direct Hights, fully ieclusive cor hirs, Fich Fully inch. hira,
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# Strodl down Saca Monica Boulevord faking rarife v Wihisiler » Be amazed by
* Drive ofang she i eoiass e sy lakes 7 the Roclies
st frighway Saving cver £300 per couple
Classic Garden Route & Safari
15 nights from £2,599"
Flights, 13 dorys fully inclusive cor hire,
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TOP 10 AIRFARES |

BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE -
| ALL FLIGHTS INCLUDE AT LEAST 20KG BAGGAGE

| feondsy | Bninke
Dubai £414  £1,437°
Ordondo £490"  £1,684°
Barbodos €559 £2,270°
Anfigua £564° 000"
1 owe 8003 82601
Singopors: " %
| | Banghok £611°  £2,087°
Mauritizs £621"  £2357"
Kuala lumpur~ £645"  £3,209¢
£648°  £2,581"
| CALL FOR ANY DESTINATION |
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SIAN KAAN,
MEXICO

Thick jungle and Mayan ruins run along
the Yucatan Peninsula, making beaches
feel more like castaway escapes. Once a
bohemian enclave, Tulum has been
taken over by luxury resorts, but a little
further south is a spot that remains
blissfully untouched.

Meaning “where the sky is born” in
the Mayan language, the Sian Ka'an
Biosphere Reserve is the largest
protected area on Mexico’s Caribbean
coast. A mix of tropical forest, savan-
nahs, blue lagoons, mangroves and
coral reefs, it’s also a place to find
petenes (tree islands in swamps) and
cenotes (freshwater sinkholes).

Opened at the beginning of this year,
beachfront Casa Chablé is the only hotel
inside the reserve. Kayak or paddle-
board in search of turtles and dolphins
and take a boat tour along a Mayan canal
system packed with manatees.
Anine-day trip twinned with Chablé
Maroma on the Riviera Maya costs
Jfrom £5,928pp, including excursions
and flights (020 8747 8315:

. lati - |



